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ASTRONOMICAL INTELLIGENCE 
EXTRAORDINARY. 



*N Monday laft/ a central and total eclipfe of the 
Sun was cbferved by a great concourfe of fpe£tators in 
College-Green. The phenomenon was attended by 
the following lingular circumftances : 

This eclipfe was altogether u'nforfeen by the Britifti 
aftronomers. 

The commencement of the eclipfe was precifely at 
ih. 50" o' F. M. The Pod-office clock, not being 
generally ufed for astronomical obfervations. does not 
fliewfecondsj and its entire duration was lefs than ten 
minutes. 

During this fliort fpace the whole body of the Sun 
was, obferved firft to be enveloped in black fmoke, then 
fuddenly to burft forth into flames, and in an inftant the 
body of the Sun was no longer to be feen, leaving only 
in its place as the poet fays " darknefs vifible." 

After the eclipfe, the Sun was not obferved to recover 
his wonted fplendor, but remained of a deadly and 
flflien hue. 

For a confiderable time before and after the eclipfe, 
as well as during itS'Continuance, thefpeclators,contriry 
to all ufage, fent forth the mod extravagant ihouts of 
joy, huz,z.as, clapping of hands, and laughing. 

From thefe circumftances we are warranted to draw 
the following conclufions : 

1. That the Sun cannot be a body. of fuch magnitude 
as fome pretend, otherwife this central and total eclipfe 
nuift have been of much longer duration. ' 

2. That the Sun is not a body of fuch importance in 
bur fyftem as fome have vainly imagined ; becnufe, aficr 
his body ceafed to be vifible, the fpendor of the Gcor- 
gium Sidus alone. afforded, fufficient light to the inhabi- 
tants of Dublin. 

3. That the Sun is, not, by the natives of Ireland, 
held in fuch veneration as he is by the black flaves and 
certain other barbarians, who are known -to' utter ex- 
preflions of grief-during an eclipfe ; and many of whom 
refident in Dublin, did on this day, perfilr. in their la- 
mentable cuftom againft the general feeling, howling 
like dogs and grunting like fwine" during the-'wbole of 
the eclipfe. r . ■ 

4. That aftronomical or h umat ' 1 knowledge, or the 
knowledge of men, is not arrived at thc : peifeQion fo 
much boafted by our neighbours,, from whefewife heads 
we borrow our principal information on this fcience; 
as their not forefeeing this extraordinary phenomenon, 
or foretelling it. in. their ephcrncris, fet forth by autho- 
rity fufHciently teftifies. ■ ■ - - 

5. That the longitude of Dublin has 'been grofly 
miftaken by. the aftrenqroer royal, (as the calculations I 
have made from" this eclipfe fufficiently dernonftrate,) 
and that we are not fo near the meridian of London by 
full one hundred and- eleven degrees, in round numbers 
neglecting the odd minutes and.fcconds, as he has moll 
en'oncoully determined. 



6. The reftilt upon the whole is this : That we 
fhould truft no more to the fallacious calculations of 
foreign aftrOnorncrs which may lead us into great error. 
But that in a fcience fo important to our navigation and 
commerce, our properties and our lives, we (hould exert 
our native abilities to judge for ourfelvcs. We have a 
learned univerfity to aflift our youth, and my own 
labours have never been wanting either in the way of 
oral or written inftrufUon, (fee my Philofophical works 
in 3 vol. oft. Dublin.) 

FELIX O'G ALL AGHER, Philomath. 



Nonfumum ex fid gore, fed ex fwno dare lucent 
Cogitat, ut fpeciofa dehir.c mir acuta promat. HoR. 

SUN FIRE OFFICE. 

Monday, 1 ith February, 1 799. 

E flop the prefs to acquaint the world, that this 
day, between the hours of one and two o'clock, the 
foiar planet was obferved to have an unufual jfory appear- 
ance, (though the atmofphere was extremely cold and 
hazy, and Farneheit's thermometer was many degrees 
• below free-zing point.) In a few minutes fome 
curious black fpots , not thofefolong difcovered by Her- 
Jhall, and other ftar-gazers, very much in the fhape of 
printed letters, were difcernible to the beholders, many 
thoufands of whom aflembled in College-green to ob» 
ferve this extraordinary' phenomenon. 

The fable figures, by the help of an excellent tele- 
fcope, produced fbr the amufement and' fatisfa&ion of 
the public by that celebrated aftronomer, - Counfellor 
CDonnel, appeared to be of a combuftible- and phlo- 
giftic nature, faid to have been conveyed to the furface 
of the Sun between the 28th, 29th, and 30th days of 
January ■ laft; by fome malignantand infernal magici- 
ans employed by our evil genius, unfriendly to our 
climate and constitution, and - intended to caft pernicious 
vapours and. noxious reflections on our part of 'the earth. 
T.he chief magi ftrates of the city having aflembled by 
order of the great council, of the nation, aided by fome 
of the moft able natural philofophers, and profeflbrs of 
the occult fciences were direcled to place an ekclrical 
apparatus near the ftatue of the great and immortal 
King William, and by fome of thofe famous mechanic 
powers, (fo ably defcribed by Gulliver in his travels to 
Laputa, thatcould move and direct that flying ifland,) the 
folar luminary i which had fo long adminiftered its bane- 
ful light to deceive the world, was commanded as by 
Jojlma, to (land fi 'ill, and by fome ele&ric fparks from 
the High Sheriff's chain to an inferior agent, -who has- 
long had the management of the rope ; the sun went 
through a fiery ordeal, or flaming purification, and was 
thus dea/ed from the black fpots that defaced its body 
and which had for fome time concealed the light of truth 
from the eyes of mankind. We however,, hope 
though the Sun itfelf was greatly fcqrched in the opera- 
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tion, that it will have mora fun-mine and good humour 
hereafter. 

It was obfervable, the electric matter which influ- 
enced this philofophic fpectacle was fcen to emit from 
a large dome in Fojler-place, where the bufinefs was firji 
put in motion, for the benefit of the natimi ; and that all 
the profeflors cordially joined themfelves together, (a 
very unufual cuftum with men always debating and di- 
viding) and touched each other's fingers to carry the 
fpirited effulgence to the prime conductor, which, like 
a fiafli of lightning, dazzJed the public eyes, and the 
thunder of applaufe which attended the experiment, 
like an electrical (hock, mud be felt by all thofe who 
had a. hand in disfiguring the Sun, and caufing it to be 
treated in fuch an ignominious manner by the fons of 
the earth. 

A poetader in the crowd was heard to exclaim, in a 
para'phrafe from Rocheder— 

"By heavens 'twas bravely dine, 

"To add new fuel to the SUN; 

" Like me/fed ore to make it run. 

A MAN IN THE MOON. 
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OUNG Phseton, prefumptuous boy, 
His brain by wild ambition turn'd, 
Snatching the reins with frantic joy, 

The goodly frame of earth was burn'd* 

Vain effort of that feeble hand, 
To guide the chariot of his fire, 

The deeds difdain'd its weak command, 
And fet the frighten' d world on fire. 

The world recover'd as it could, 
And cool'd as foon as it was able, 

; And drown'd in the fucceeding flood 
All memory of the former fable. 



RafhC- 



-h, audacious lad, 



Intelligence Extraordinary. 

WE are happy to inform the public that Mr. Pitt, 
with that forefight which didinguifhes him, knowing that 
the Sun would be burned in Ireland, and fearing that his 
Majedy.'s loyal fubje&s in this kingdom might be left 
in utter darknefs, has : been gracioufly pleafed to fend 
over a mouthful of moonpine for our illumination. 
• N. B. The above moonfhine to be had gratis at 
Mr., Grierfon's, Printer to the King's Mod Excellent 
Majeftv, in Parliament-dreet. 

2d N. B. Mr. Grierfon does not give his patent 
Bibles or Prayer Books gratis, but deals in the lair, men- 
tioned articles for ready money only. 

JUST arrived in c'udody of the High Sheriff of the 
county of Monaghan, a number of Gentlemen Clergy- 
men, Tythe-Farmers, Proctors, Prothonatories, Col- 
lectors, Gaugers, and Excifemen, with a numerous 
train of well-withers, who have had themfelve.s brought 
up by habeas corpus for the purpofe of diewing caufe to 
the people of Ireland why it is incumbent on them to 
iurrender their legiflative rights into the hands of Great 
Britain, and alfo for the purpofe of entering their pro- 
ted upon the Journals of the Houfeof Commons againft 
the infatuated majority of in who oppofed the Union. 

OrTThe indifcretion of the Minider's Paper the Sun, 
which was faid by a Newfman to be the Minider's 
Child. 
Who fays Billy Pitt is the fire of the Sun ? 
Who fports-the affertion in falfehoodorfun? 
This fame tell-tale Sun is the foe of that fpark, 
Throwing Unfit on his mifchiefs fo foul and fo dark. 

SIMON SQUIB. 
We are happy to inform the public that Lord 

C — -gh, who has" looked very pale of late has 

recovered his complexion, and ever fince Monday lad 
lias appeared Sun-burnt, notwithstanding the feverity of 
the feafon. 



The Phaeton of modern days, 
In hot career as wild and mad, 
Has fet old Ireland in ablaze. 

But joy fucceeds ©Id Ireland's fright, 
We blefs the giddy cOurfe he run ; 

The blaze hath kindled lading light, 
And Paddy now may burn the Sun. 
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EPIGRAM. 



GREAT date-cook, hight William Pitt, 
Refolv'dour changing tades to hit ; 
Compofed a mefs, that mud give fome aches 
To perfons of the dronged domachs : 
.And clofely cover 'dm a pot, 
.He fent it over piping hot ; 
And here employ'd ('twas as he wifh'd it) 
An Englifli COOK who nicely diftrd it. 

TRANSLATION OF THE MOTTO OF THE 

SUN. 
Solem qui sdi sere faifum audeat f 
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OUR Sun, you fay, no lies can tell— 
Pray why then does he burn in hell ? 

Aliter. 
Your Sun ifprov'd to be a liar, 
I faw him burning in hell fire. 



P, 



TO THE 

EDITORS OF. THE 

GENTLEMEN, 



ANTI-UNION. 



LEASE to inform me whether Serjeant Major 
Blabber, mentioned in your lad number, be not ati 
erratum for Serjeant Major Blubber. 

Your faithful reader, 

THOMAS' TELL-TALE. 
A QUERY FOR CASUISTS. 
IF a gentleman or man gets a bribe for betraying a 
private converfation,can it be properly called hujh-mmey ? 



■Dullin : printtB ty James! Z£ o««, 45, €9i:<i$S'$tWi 



